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then 10 deny its "weight in other Abe e {ia 


his competency. But authority is a dangerous thing; 
truth needs not, diſdains its protection; its wings ſerve 


fait to ſhelter RE Let Principles, let fakts, * 


Kt arg ſheak 5 
ns writer along with uncommon talents is 
Furniſhed" with” ſingutar info formation. No poffible 


meaſure bf theke However can be ſuppoſed totally to 


exempt a man from error Some miſtakes and in- 
accuracies will be found even in this ſhort extract. 
They will be forgiven When it is conſidered. that the 
author's s ſituation is diſtant, and that the 08 Ir 
pious and. complicated in itfelf, 'is not fing 

Profeſſealy difcuſſea, but merely in the courſe of a 
hag and com! prebenfive work. It was once intended 

2 ited out. a few inftances of this ſott which 

ut As thete mult readily be detected by the 
attentive anff intelligent reader, and as they do not 
affett the author's reaſoning ar Eontluſicns, chis was 
on ſecond thoughts looked Sk a ſuperfluous labour. 
"The. tranſtatox hath contented himſelf with aiming at 
Hdelity and eines; even ſo far as to imitate the 
manner of the original, which is in ons ſhort 


and ſententious, FR OT! 


TAE fecon "F nen, printed i in 97230 has been 
made uſe. of. It is fearce neceſſary to add that theſe 
"obſervations here of courſe priot to the accumulated 
violences of the late Parliament. But it is eafy to 
conjefture hat the Abbe's ſentiments. muſt be with 
reſpekt to theſe and ſome later proceedings, the po- 
Hrical 3 go which can oy be Wnt by 
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E 815 Colonifts who People! North- 

' America, devoted themſelves, in the 
beginaing, entirely to a icultyre. They ſoon perceived 
their exports did" 10 means enable them to pur- 
chaſe what they ſtood in "need of, and they found them- 
ſelves obliged to attempt Tome coarſe manpfactures. This 
novation was thought to claſh with the Intereſts of the 

| mother. pu It Was complained of t to Parliament, 
Where it was diſcuſs'd "with all the attention It deſerved. 
"There wanted not members bold enough to defend the 
cauſe of the Coloniſts. They vrged, that as the labour 
of the fields could not give conſtant employment to the 
inhabitants throughout the year, it would be rank ty- 


Th 


ranny to force them to waſte in inaction that portion 
of cheir time, which the ſoil did not demand; that As . 


What they earned by agriculture and hunting was not 
commenſurate to their wants, to prevent. their ſupply- 
ing the deficiency by a new ſpecies of induſtry, was to 
bind wretchedneſs upon them; in fine, that the ' prohi- 
bition of former cages had 2 direct Lana s to raiſe the 
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The evidence of theſe e was 8 
2 WS arm gebates.. - Americ 
Wo mit {4 to. Danulaftu ratheiriown . — 5 
under ſuch reſtrictions, as betrayed the reluctance of an 
avaricious ſpirit thro? an exterior of equity. All com- 
munication in this reſpe& amapgſt the provinces was ſe- 
verely interdifted. They were forbid, under heavy pe- 
nalties, to ſend from one to another any kind of 7 * | 


bog el Ae ue e e op pa 


however broke 
this terrible diſorder, as it was called, Parliament had 
recourſe to the expedient of regulations, at once little and 
vel. No workmag. copld, exerciſe his Fade till after 
an apprengeedip of tine 2 2 0 no maſte cx-was-allowed 
[to have more ls ap 7 at A dme, ox to, — 
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ee their exports were. to wn 
Weightz conſiderations. have fince diſpoſed yovernment. 
to relax. 2 Intler of this exceſſtive rigour- The Colonies: 
| Are nom permigteſ to. carry dinegily to the Soutbward of 
Cape-Finiſtere,, grain, flour, rige, pulſe, fruit, falt-fith, - 


planks and timber. All their her products go enclu- 


ſively to the mother- country. Even Ireland, which of- 


fer d an advantageous out- let. to the Wheat, flax, and 


lumber of che Colonies, eee, . 
liament in 1766. 6 N. tt 8 91111 

„The e ſenate which. repreſents the nation, inſts ai 
right of directing commerce through all the vaſt extent. of 

the. Britiſh -dominigas:, On this/prineiple-it aſſumes the 
power of regulating the connections berwern the capital 
and che Colonies; of maintaining 2 communication, a 
beneficial. and yeciprocal: re- ac nramongſt the: ſcatter- 
ed parts of an immenſe empire. In fact, ſome one po- 
er ought to determine, in che laſt xuſprt, on. choſe rela- 
tive circumſtances! which may injure, or promne the ge- 
neral goed of; che whole ſyſtem.. Parliament alone can 
claim this tranſcendant prerogative. But Parlament 
ſhould exerciſe is to the mutual adyantage - of: all the 
members of the ſocial confederaey. This maxim 
myiolable, is peculiarly ſo im a ſtate; he movements 
which have been all inſtituted and: adjuſted, wks be. 
cial view. to national liberty ; nee DAE, BITING © 

But, they departed from this great, principle br mpand 

Galler, which! alone can preſerve” an equiality.. of inde - 
pendance, among the members of a free. government, 
when: chey obliged the Colonies to pour into the capital 
all their products, even thoſe which were hit to be con- 
ſumed. in it 51 when they forced them tm tale from the 
capital all their, merchandize, even thoſe which were 
brought into it from foreign nations.” This imiperions! 


and fterile conſtraint, loading the ſales and purchaſes of: 


. with uſe leis charges, 4 „„ 
2801 which 


Dr 3 


* 


00 TS) 


which Bath death d Betellriip checke "chats 1585 
vityz and of courſe hurt their circumſtances; ; and ir is 

purely to enrich ſome merehants or ſome böte of che 
capital, that the rights and intereſts of the Colonies are 


ſacrificed. Tet they owed nothing more ro Englund for 


the protection ſhe Had afforded them, than a preference 
in the ſale and importation of ſuch of their commodities 


as ſhe could eonſume; and in the purchaſe and Expor=. 
tation of ſuch merchandiſes as fle manufacturel. Wi th. 


in this line the ſubmiſſion of the Colonies was "grateful 


acknowledgement; ha! , every reren was down» 
right violence. Hayes 


rn ww $4911 0-39! 


2 Accordingly, Segen was the e Spring of this ty. 
ranny.” Tranſgreſſion is the firſt effect of in iniquitous laws, 


wherever deſporiſm hath not trampled: on codes, forms 
and tribunals; ſole rampart, legitimate and facred of that' 


independeney which is the-birth-right of man. In vain 
were the Colonies told a hündred and à hundred times' 
that ſmuggling was contrafy to te fundamental principle 
of their eſtabliſhment, to. political wiſdom, to the expreſs 


intent of the laws. In vain was it proved in a variety of” 


publications that the citizen who paid che duties was op- 


prefſed' by the one who did not, and that the fraudulent 
trader robbꝰd the fair merchant, by diſappointing him of 


his lawful profits. In vain were precautions "multiplied 
to prevent, and chaſtiſements to puniſh; ſuck tranſgreſ- 


ſions. The voice of intereſt; of reaſon, of equity, was 
an overmatch for the hundred mouths and the hundred 


paws of thErevenue-hydra: Foreign commoditics, ſmüg⸗ 


gled into the northern parts of Engliſh-Amerieaz amount 


ed to a full third of what paid the duties. 


A freedom of trade undefined; or only © ana 
within juſt bounds, would put a ſtop to theſe” illicit prac- 
tices'which excite ſueh an outcry. Then would the Lo- 

Jonics attain that meaſure of affluence, which would en- 
NP TE to ſuake off che wn 
ns 
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hons Sterling, which they owe the mother- country, but 
toitake from her annually upwards of two millions worth 
ef-merchandizes, which their preſent conſumption de- 
mando. But in place of this pleaſing perſpective, which 
KSould naturally ariſe out of the Engliſh conſtitution, by 
what fatality is it that claim unwarrantable in a free 
Kate, hath carried under tl. e harſh form of taxation into 
the centre of the Colonies, a root of trouble and diſſen- 
ſion, perhaps e WY by po means ſo n ex- 
a as lighted up? my 

England had juſt ace a war, which mb be 
J's univerſal one, in the courſe of which her fleets 
had hoiſted the flag of victory in every ſea, while her con- 
queſts had enlarged her dominions by an immenſe acqui- 


tion of territory, in both the Indies. This ſudden and! 


unerpected growth gave her à brilliancy in the eyes of 


other nations, which made envy and admiration ſpeak, 


or aſtoniſhed them into filence; yet within herſelf ſhe was 
compelled to mourn 8 over her ſplendid tri- 
umphs. Cruſh'd by preſſure of à debt of one 


* Hundred and forty eight millions, the intereſt of which 
_ amounted to four millions nine hundred and ſixty three 


thouſand four hundred and forty four pounds, with a 
revenue of ten millions ſhe could ſcarcely provide for the 
current expences of the ſtate; arid this revenue, without 
a chance of:increaſe; was in danger of ſinking.” | 
The Land- tax was rated higher than it had ever been 
in time of peace. New duties on Houſes and Windows 
injured that kind of property; an augmentation of re- 


venue on the regiſtry of deeds, bore heavy on real eſtates. 


The veins of luxury had been exhauſted by additional 


taxes on wrought plate, cards, dice, wine and ardent 


ſpirits. Nothing more could be expected from commerce, 

already loaded with duties in every port, to Every port, on 
the merchandizes of the Eaſt, on the products of the Weſt, 
len we on mercery- wares, in a word, on all fub- 
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eds of 1 whether. ram Mmoterials of 


manufactures. The ecurb of the Exciſe: had happily 


check'd the abuſe; of ſpiritucns liquorg, but at che ene 


pence of the public revenue. A compęnſation had been 
rg for from one of thoſe reſources whichyare readily 
und, but not ſafely ſonght, in the articles of general 


conſumption and greateſt nectſſity: The exciſe: had-laid 


hold of the ordinary drink of tlie people; of malt, cyder 
and porter. Every ſpring; had: been forced. All the 
muſcles of che political body ſtrain'd at ange 10 too violem 
«tenſion, had ſtarted from their places. The prige both 
of materials and of . workmanthip, had: riſen ſd prov 
digiouſly,. that rival and even vanquiſnied nations, whe 


Till chen could not vithſtand che competition of che Eng- | 


liſh, were come the. length of, ſupplanting them in all 
markets, even in their own ports, The whole of the 


profits. which. Great- Britain derived from her commerce 


with every part of the globe could not be eſtimated at 


more than two: millions and « balf; and out of this balance 


was to be deducted the ſum of one million five hundred 
and ſixty thauſand pounds, payable to foreigners yearly 
on fifty two millions which they had in the public funds. 


The criſis was difficult and dangerous. The People 


we get leave to breathe, - They could not be relieved 
by a. leſſening of the public expences. "Theſe were ine- 
vitable, whether occahon'd. by the yiew: of turning to ac- 
eount, acquiſitions purchaſed by ſo much blood; ſo much 
treaſure, or of curbing the reſentments of che Houſe af 
Bourbon irritated to the laſt degree by the diſgrace of the 
late war, by the ſacrifices of the late peace. In the want 
of every other means of inſuring, preſent ſecurity; and 
future proſperity, the idea ſuggeſted; itſelf of calling in the 
Colonies to the ſuecour of the capital, by obliging: them 
to bear a part of it's burthens. A determination 9925 
Sor founded on inconteſtable reaſons. Et 

An eie maxim of all Gi focieries, and of all 


a wit | 1984 ages, 
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ages,*binds vn che different members which compoſe an 
emplre, an bligution v0 tri hute to the expences of it 
in proportion to their yeſpective abilities. The fecurity 
of the Americùn Provinees calls for ſuch aids from them 
as may enable the mother CD“ y to protect them on all 
_ deeaſions;' It was to deliver them from tormenting diſ- 
quieres, that ſne engagell lu à war which hath mul- 
tiplied mer debts g they houlg therefore affiſt her in 
bearing or in leſſening this additional load: Safe front 
thenehterprizes of d formidabte neighbour, now happily” 
forctham reinovedtodl diſtance; dan they without injuſtice 
refufe; ro the preſſing x igehi ĩes bf their deliverer, that! 
treafurt which the xurc of their preſervatidiſ hath col 
him? The encouragements wWhick this generaus protector 
gabe for a length of time tl cui rich production of their? 
ſoil; the gratuitous advances which he till laviſhes to 
thoſe» regions which art nt yet Ueatedy fuck ahd fo 
many good and kind offices; dre they fbt intitled to 
returm vf corllial ſympath and effential ſervices? ?? 
Such were the conſfiderations which convinced the 
Britiſh government that they hat à right te lay initernab 
taxes on the Colonies” They ſeiſed che opportunity af2 
forded by the laſt: War, to exhibit a clatmeſo dangerous 
to liberty. For who ever attends to it mule ſeep that war 
whether pròſperous or: the reverſe, furniſlies evermorb 
che pretext for the vdrious uſurpations ef governments; 
i che rulers” of belligeraat natianz had it infinitely 
more at heart to eriſlave their” ſubſecte tan to vanquiſh 
their chemies. Ihe American Provinces were accords 
ingly ordered to provide the itruoope ſbut from the capi- 
tat for their defence with'a part of 'their''necefſavies; 
The dread of interrupting that internal' Harmony which 
is ſo eſfential in the amadſt vf furromiding enemies; ina 
dnced them to ſecond the ititentiom of Purliament but 


with the deep policy of rtaking: ne notice of an act, 


which they could neither reject without exciting civil dif 
WI*: B 2 ' ſention, 


F 


/ 


| ſention, nor acknowledge without endangering rights too 


precious not to be tenderly cheriſhed. NEW-Y ORK- 
alone, ventured to refuſe all compliance. Though the 
tranſtreſſion Was venial, ſhe was puniſhed as for obſti- 
nate diſobedience,, by a ſuſpenſion of her 3 


This blow given to the liberty of one colony ought, one 


would think, to have excited the clamours of he 
others. Whether through want of attention or fore - 
fight, not one rais'd its voice. Their ſilence was conſi- 
dered as the reſult of fear or of voluntary ſubmiſſion. 
The peace which ſhould have lowered the impoſts 
throughout produced, in 1764, the famous Stamp-act, 
which laying certain duties on ſtampt paper prohibited; 
at the ſame time the uſe of any other, in any kind of 
deed, or PEI _— date! OR 
ciary. en nr 
„The whole of che Engliſh Colonies — 9 
roſe up againſt this-novelty ; and their diſcontent broke 
out in a very remarkable manner. A kind of confpira-- 
cy, perhaps the only kind which is ſuited to a civilized 
and of courſe moderate people was entered into a for- 
mal agreement amongſt all the Coloniſts to deprive them- 


ſelves of all ſorts. of wares manufactured in Great-Bri- 


tain, till the offenſive act ſhould be repealed. This in- 
direct and paſſive mode of reſiſtance, which ſhould ſerve 
as a model to all nations who feel themſelves trampled 
on by the abuſe. of power, had its effect. The Engliſh 
manufacturers who had ſcarce any other out- let for their 
goods, throughout the univerſe than the national colo- 
nies, fell into that diſpair into which the want of em- 
ployment muſt. naturally plunge them; and their cries, 


which government could neither ſtifle nor elude, made 


an impreſſion ſalutary for the colonies. The Stamp- act 
was repealed after two years of a convulſive agitation, 
8 MES eee e er Wen a ann 
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on. Parliament had not retreated without extreme re- 
pugnanee. It was evident that they o_ not renounced 
their claims, when in 1767, by way of equivalent for! 
what the Stamp-act was expected to have produced, they 
layed a; tax on glaſs, lead, tea, palnters colours, paſte- 

board and paper, exported from England to America. 
Even thoſe! patriots who ſeemed to carry the ſupremaey, 


of che capital over the colonies to the greateſt length, 


could not help condemning aitax;the operation of which 
muſt ultimately recoil upon the whole nation, by turn- 


ing to manufactures thoſe hands Which it was her inte- 


reſt to Rave kept confined to agriculture. Phe Colo- 


niſts were as little duped by this innovation as vy che 


former onë. In vaifl was it alledged chat government 
had an indubitable right to lay on exportations what du- 
ties they "thought proper, while chey did not deprive 
the colonies of the liberty of manutacturing for them- 


felves; ſuch goods as were ſubject to this new tax. This 
ſubterfuge looked like a mockery in regard to a people, 


| whoy' habituated to tillage alone and reſtrained from all 


ecommerce but with the mot her r- cou ntry, could neither 
procure by their own labour nor a foreign trade; thoſe 
neceſſaries which were ſold to them at ſo high à priee. 


They ſaw clearly that whether à duty was paid im the old 


or in the now world, words could not alter the nature 
of the thing, and that their liberty was equally attacked 
dy an impoſt on wares which they could not do without, 
as by a tax on ſtampt paper which they were compelled 


to make uſe of. This enlightened people plainly per- 


ceived that government wanted to deceive them; and 
they did not think it their duty to be impoſed on, either 


by force or cunning. They rightly judged that the moſt 


deciſive mark of imbec illity and of meanneſs in a nation, 
muſt be the connivance of ſubjeds at the frauds and vie- 


lences employed by government to corrupt and enflave 
The 


mem. 


che Spaniſh ſertlements, toi which; they weren become 


cm) 


poſitions. did not ariſe from heir exceſſiue weight, ſeem 


ing. they could not! be eſtimated. at more 


pence.a head: Phis was not an objec 0 ſtartle an- ec 


menſe population, whole, public expenditure hath ne- 
ver exceeded one hundred and ſixty thouſand pounds 


annual o: 0 ba1nogzs nnd H BS 
* was not. the dread of finding che 
ciscumſtanses,, The ſecuritꝝ xhey derived from the: ve 
ſions extonted from Fra pee: the incfeaſe of their trade 


Vith the! Indians, che extenſion of their-whales-cod, and: 


ſoal fi ſheties, the right to cut Woodeiniihe baxref Cam: 
peachy,.; the acquiſition oß iſundey Sugar- dando, the: 
greater facility of carrying on an allicit intexcourſe with; 


nearer. neighbours ; ſo many inlets. of wenlth were an 
ample compenſation, for: that trifle of revenge which go 
vernment wiſh' d to draw from them. 
It was: hot an apprehenſion that the Aegi movi ba 


drained of what little ſpecie remained in citculation a2 


mong them. The pay of eight thouſand fout hundred 
Regulars; which the capital maintains ln North-Ameri- 


ea, muſt, muten ane this tax could wo 


caniy amtdo.t ts monty lt one doi 2 

At nn an indifference forthe. parent-ſtawo. + The 
colonies, ſo far from being ugrateful, had evitiented 
fuch zeal for her intereſts during the laſt war, athat Par- 


liament from a principle of equity, remitted them very 


——— by way of-reſtirution'or-indempifieae 
tion. ir! ig d "aq bowl rs aid +35 Ag en on 
Norway it in fine, an ignorance of the duty which ſub- 
Jets owe o or. of the obligations which they ſtand unden 


beund-::te gontribute to the liquidation of che national 


debt, though perhaps they had occaſioned the greateſt 


parti of k, they. knew very well that they were bound ta 


WE 


mſclves is leſs eaſy! 


to government. Had the colonies not thought themſelves 


contribute | 


| 


_— fd — 1 « 


C . 


nance of the different eſtabliſhments in Africa and Ames 
rica; in Word to all thofe dommon charges which had 
relation t their ſafetwWand proſperity, neee 
W Marmi d ain gldnrod rugs 
I thernew:world/refuſed to furcour che old, it was 
kadatforcliaic ara exacted which it would have been ſufs 
ficient ta have aſked ; becauſe that muſt be held on the 
footing of her: abedience; which:thould hate only been 
ſolicited from her liberty. Her non-compliance» was 
not caprice, but juſt jealouſy of her rights. Rights. 
which ſhould not, cannot be conteſ td. 
During the courſe of to centuries that the Engliſh - 
have had ſettlements in North-America, their country 
hath ſuſtained many! expentive and bloody wars hath 
been diſturbed by enterpriſing and tumultuous Partia- 
ments, hath been governed by during and corrupt mi- 
niſters, ever ready to exalt the dignity and prerogative 
of the thrones on the ruin of the rights and privileges 
of the people: Vet, ambition, avarice, factions, ty- 
ranny, (all ef them in their turns have recognized; all 
have reſpected che liberty which the colonies enjoyed of 
laying: OR OR on ren 
28 HIDTLYN34338 97 d 22794 
24> Mi rn ene dani ſo na- 
tural' in itſelf, and ſo conformable to the fundamental 
encd of all reaſonable. aſſociation. The :colonies:miglt 
appeal tu tlie charters of their eftabliſhmenty hithem- 
power them to tax themſelves in the manner moſt con- 
venient for them. Theſe: compacts, it is true, were no- 
thing more than conventions with the crown; but even 
allowing that the King had exceeded his powers by  ' 
grants from which, moſt. certainly, he derived no pf, - 4 
vate emolument, doth not a long poſſeſſion, tacithy 2- 
vowędiand recognized by; the fitence of Parliament, torm 
eee 10 Wa n agg tabrp 09/7 
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We eee — They —— Engliſh 


ſubject; no matter which hemiſphere he dwells; in, is 
not to contribute to the charges of the ſtate but by his 
own conſent, given by himſelf in perſon, or by his re- 


that the nation hath ſo often deluged her fields with her 
own blood, that ſhe hath dethroned her Kings, that ſhe 
hath excited or braved ſtorms without number. Can 
ſhe deny to two millions of her children a bleſſing which 
hat coſt. her ſo deans RR is the ſole _ 
© her independence? 55 nne 
In oppoſition dolthe e e — e 


e e e are excluded from the right of 


voting, and that their lands are ſubjected to a double 


tax. But why, they anſwer, do the Papiſts refuſe to 
take that oath of allegiance which the ſtate requires ? 


rendered by chis fuſpected, the diſtruſt which they in- 


ples to the free conſtitution of their country, ſo cruelly 


favourable to the pretenſions of deſpotiſm, to the en- 
ecroachments of royalty on the rights of the people? Why 


this blind and obſtinate attachment to a church hoſtile 


To all others ? They well deſerve the penalties which the 
government that conſents to tolerate them, thinks fit to 
of the new world would be puniſhed without having 


committed an offence, if they muſt ceaſe to be Ameri- 
cans before they can be en as citizens of the 
nie fad 0 ihe rt mad ea on 

With ſome effrontery theſe Falchful Qetanion "ol 
been told, that England nouriſhes in her boſom a-mul- 
titude of ſubjects that have no repreſentatives, becauſe 
en have not that extent of property which is requiſite 


. 


r cc, 


ts. 
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On what grounds do they pretend to privileges greater 
than what the citizens of the parent- country enjoy? No, 
reply the Colonies, we aſłk not a ſuperiority, we only 
claim an equality with our brethren. In Great-Britain, 
the man who poſſeſſeth a freehold of forty ſhillings 
a year hath a voice in taxation; and he who owns in 
America, immenſe tracts, ſhall not have the ſame pre- 
rogative? No, what is an exception to the law, a dero- 
gation from the general rule in the Capital, ſhould not 
be a fundamental conſtitution for the Colonies. Let 
the Engliſh, who wiſh to deprive the provinces of the 


weſtern world of the excluſive right of taxation, ſup- | 
poſe for a moment the Houſe of Commons, no longer 


the creature of their choice, to be nothing more than 
an hereditary and permanent tribunal, or one arbitrarily 
appointed by the King; if a body thus conſtituted could 
levy money on the nation at large, without conſulting 
the public opinion or aſking the general conſent, muſt 
not the Engliſh, on ſuch a ſuppoſition, own themſelves 
to be as complete ſlaves as their neighbours? Yet five 
hundred men in the midſt of ſeven millions of fellow- 
ſubjects, would probably be kept within the bounds of 
moderation, if not by a principle of equity, by the well- 


founded dread of the public indignation, which purſues 


the oppreſſors of a people even beyond the tomb. But 


the lot of the Americans, taxed at the diſcretion of the 


ſenate of the capital, would be hopeleſs. and forlorn in- 
deed. Too remote to be heard, they would be cruſhed 
by heavy impoſts without the leaſt attention to their 
complaints. Even the tyranny which cruſhed them 
would be decorated with the fair name of Patriotiſm. 


Under the pretext of relieving the mathe ͥ. the 


. Colonies would be loaded with impunity... 


This frightful proſpect will never allow 3 to — | 


with the excluſive right of taxing themſelves. While 


ane coxtinge nn the 6 revenue, their in- 


ei | tereſts 
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any time infringed, they will obtaitm a ſpeedy redreſs of 
tir griexances- But their -remonſtrances will loſt alt 
their drr with government, when they are no longer 

backed by the right of granting or refuſing their money? 
toltke ekigeneies of the ſtate. The power which bath 
uſurped che right of fixing che, mpolts, will eaſily ufurp 
that of adminiſtring them. Sole judge. of the levy it 


Fg 


wilt become che arbiter of the expenditure and funds 


deſtined, in appearance, to the ſafety of the ptople, 
will be employed to enſlave them. Such hath ever been 
che ſolemn pace of empires. No eivil community bath 
preſerved even à ſhadaw of liberty, when it hath once 


loſt the privilege of voting in the ſariftion- and promul- 


| _ of revenue laws. A nation is tor ever a ſlave; 


en it no longer boaſts an aſſembly or body of men, 


veſted with power to defend its rights againſt the en- 
croachments of the authority which governs i. 


Phe provinces of Engliſn America have every thing 


to fear with reſpect to their independence. Their un- 


ſuſpecting confidence” may betray them, may deliver 


them up bound into the hands of the mother-country. 
They are inhabited by an infinity of plain and honeſt 
people. They do not even ſuſpect that thoſe men who 
hold che reins of an empire, may be carried away by 
paſſions unjuſt and tyrannical. Their old country they 
fuppoſe under the influence of no other than thoſe ma- 
ternal ſentiments, which accord ſo well with her true 
intereſts, with that love and veneration they entertain 


for her. With the blindneſs of theſe upright citizens, 


who indulge ſo pleaſing an illuſton, coineides the filence 
of thoſe who think: they ſhould not diſturb their tran- 
_ quility, on aceount'of - ſome light | atid trival impoſts. 
Theſe indolent men do not diſcerm xchat it was meant, at 
* to lull their vigilance to repoſe by the ſmallneſs of 


ſubmiſſion 


. . ſceks an example ef 


| (ubmiſſion; to found a nue i fee de n Pun | 
Uament can levy one thilling, it may one Hundred thou: 
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ſands and that there can be no better reaſon for limit» 
ing this claim hereafter, than their is now for reſiſting 


it. But a claſt of men, the moſt pernicious to liberty, 


are thoſe ambitious-pegple who, diſuniting their happie 
neis ram tat of the-prublic and of poſterity, hurn with 


de to augment their credit, their rank, and their 
- - riches. The Britiſh miniſtry, from which: theſe miſcre» 


ants: have obtained or expect: advancement, finds them 
alyays: ready to promate their deteſtahle? ſchemes, by 


thercontagion of their luxury and of theit ces, by the 


craft of their infinuations;' by the iaſidious pliancey f 
Meir manners and addreſs. irn e teins 


. at the genuine patriots then ſtruggle, with uriremit» 
ting firmneſs, againſt prejudiee, indalence, ſeduction -; 


and let them not diſpalr of coming uidtorious out.oftra 
contliik in which their virtue hath engaged them. [kt 


may perhaps be attempted to lure their integrity, hy che 


ſpecious ater of .admitrixig to Parliament; the Deputies 
of America, to regular, in. conjunction with thaſe af the 


Kapital, the national ſupplies , And in truth, ſuch t 


the extent, the population, the exportmions, in a worn 
the importance of the colonies, hu therolegiſlature f 
he empire cannot poſſibly ſuperintend them. wich ſuffij- 
eiant wiſdum and ſecurity, without being enlightened by 
Ahe details, and aſſiſted by the caunſels of their: repre- 
ſentatives. But let the Americans beware how they 


extrempower ſuch: deputics to decide, with reſpett to 


ahe:property: or the cantributions af their conſtituents. 
Their woiees, cable and fe, wank caſily be overpow- 
bed by theimultifude: af the Britiſn reprteſentatives; 


and the Proxinces, af which. they tere the organ, 
romd find themſelues loaded in conſequence of this 


-clathing of ititereſts and of votes, with a ſhare af the 
common bete eo and incqual. The right 
| C2 af 
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of fixing, of apportioning, and of levying their taxes, - 
mould, therefore, reſide excluſively in the provincial aſ- 


ſemblies of the new world. They ought to be peculiar- 
ly jealous of chis eſſential right at this time, that the fa- 


cility of depriving them of it, ſeems to have beew . | 


mented: by the conqueſts of the laſt war. 
The parent- country hath derived from her new ac- 


3 the advantage of extending her fiſheries and 


of encreaſing her connections with the ſavage natives. 
Yet, as if all this were nothing in her eyes, ſhe is inceſſant- 

ly repeating it, that ſhe had no other view in this enlarge- 
ment of poſfeſſion and derives no other benefit from it, 
than the giving ſtability to the peace and ſecurity of the 
- colonies. The colonies, on the other hand, contend 


that their lands, on which their wealth intirely depend- 


ed, have ſunk conſiderably in their value fince this im- 
menſe extenſion of territory; that their population di- 


miniſhing, or not advaneing, their country muſt be more 
expoſed to the ravages of invaſion; that their provinces 
have found a formidable rival, the more northern ones 


in Canada, theſe to the ſouthward” in the Floridas. 
The Coloniſts enlightened, with regard to future times, 
by the hiſtory of the paſt, even infiſt that the military 
government eſtabliſhed in the new conqueſts, that the 
numerous troops diſperſed through them, that the forts 
_ conſtructed in them threaten, one day, to faſten chains 
on countries which have flouriſhed, r have prof, 
Ro but by the influence of liberty. 


Great-Britain enjoys in her Colonies att that ane | 


hey which-ſhe ſhould defire.: She hath a negative on 


all the laws which they enact. The whole of the exe- 


cutive power is in the hands of thoſe to whom fhe del · 

gates it. An appeal lies to her tribunal in all civil cauſes. 

It is her ſovereign will that decides with reſpect to all 

commercial intercourſes which the Coloniſts are permit- 

* e ä * weights "ks 
7 


+ 


. 


yoks! of 2 Jomination ſo wiſely combined, would * 
plunge again a new continent into a chaos, from which 
it hath with difficulty emerged by the efforts of two ages 
of unremitting labour; it would be to compel the ſons of 
_ toi, who have clear'd and cultivated it, to arm themſelves 
in defence of thoſe ſacred tights which they held equally | 
by nature's charter and by ſocial compacts. The peo- 
ple of England that people ſo paſſionately fond of li- 
berty, as on ſome " occaſions to have protected it in 
regions remote from their elimate and unknown to their 
intereſts, ſhall they abanddn thoſe ſentiments which their 
glory, their virtue, their inftina their ſafety; render it 
their eternal duty to adhere to? Can they ſo far betray 
thoſe rights which are ſo dear to them, as to àim at re- 
ducing their brethren and their children to flavery? - 
Should factious ſpirits however form ſo deadly a con- 
ſpiracy; and in an hour of madneſs and intoxication, 
prevail on the mother- country to adopt it; what ought. 
mme reſolutions ot the colonies" to be, to fave themſelves 
| from falling into the moſt deteftable dependence? 4 
Previous to their throwing their eyes forward to this 
ſubverſion of the political fyſtem, let them revolve in 
their thoughts all the benefits which they derive from 
their original country. England hath ever been to them 
an out-work of defence againſt the potent nations of 
Europe. She hath ſerv'd them as à guide and a governor, 
to prevent or to heal thoſe civil diſſenſions, which mutual 
jealouſy and emulation are too apt to excite amongſt 
infant colonies growing up in each other's neighbour- 
hood. To the influence of her excellent eonſtitution 
are they indebted for that peace and proſperity which 
they enjoy. While the colonies continue to live under 
a rule ſo ſalutary and ſo gentle, they muſt go on pro- 
greſſively in that boundleſs career, which the vigour of 
. induſtry will ſtretch even to che remoteſt deſarts. 
1 love of the parent- country however be at- 
tended 


{ 


% 
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| tended: web 35 cermi jeqtouly {rlpeBing-avix doeh 
berty. Le — be entinualy examined, ex- 


plained,, Niſeuſſads let ther aceuſtom — d 


cheriſh est who, on. every occaſion, remind them of 
theſe nights, as their..beſt;1gigipeas; + This--reſtleſs- and 


anxious ſpirit-becames-all-fige ſtates 3 bx it is indifſpenſe = 


able in complicated conſtitutions, where, freedom is 
mingled with à certain; dagcte of ſubordination, fuch a5 
naturally reſults from g connection -barweep countries 
ſeparated by 49-immenſer geen. This vigilance: muſt 
pProverxhe ſureſt guardian,iof bat cunieny [Which ſhould 
bind indepapaly the matientanntry, and her (colonies 

together? Gn or nb sud ume wud! 

- Should adminiſtration, foriæ var cempoſed of ambitions 
men, eves in the: freeſts fathgycattempt td augment the 
power ofi4he, crowm, or- che apulevce of: che daphal, at 
- the expence of the colonies, they ſhonld ioppoſę an in- 
vingiblę xeſiſtange so ſueh uſurpstien· Eyguyrapcroach- 
went of government repel'd b vigerous ramentrances, 
is almoſt, gonſtantly choc di While thoſe: grigyantcs, che 
ed reſs af which the people aue mot che ceurage to.infift 
on, are uniformiy followed (by ne apprefiens. -NA- 
teas in ganeral ave, mare frmed to feel:than 4g :;think;; 
chen have no other idea af he legality of a power-than 


che cv exerciſe of t Habituated 14p implicis obe- 


dience, che moſt of them hecome famibariſed ge the 
barſhaeſs af choir partienlar governments and igporant 
of the:zrue: origin or objedt af civil ſueiaty, hay Rave nο 
£oneption of the limits of authority, - Above all, in 
ſtates here: the principles: of lagiſlation are confaundet 
irh theſe af religion, even as one eAtranagant tenet, is 
ſuffigient to introduce a thonſand other 10 minds. already 
d eceixed, ſo the firſt eneroachment of nt opens 
:a door to every ſueceeding one - Who believes theimoſt 
believes the leaſt; who, can do che moſt can do che leaſt: 
be is by this double. abuſe of-eredulity and 2 
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all chr abſurdhies und iafqulties 1. latter alf ngen 
and of politics, have crept inta the Wopid ts debafe and 


o_— malikine; Kappily that Tpirir'6f toleratih abid of 
—_— which Hath hitherto refgifd it the Engliſh colo- 
preſerved chem from this extretiſity of weak 

neſs and of tniſety. They ferl tlie Gignity of bumad 
nature fulttcfitly to refit” ae "08 were it ut the 
2 805 55 FOR "mi 3 2 
This enlightened pes o. very welt that violent 
meaſures and rhe faſt ay fn Mey, de juſtißed, When 


every gerufe means of cncilistios iuth betn tried in 
vain. They know alfo that redured to the Wire alter- 
* evil dar, if they muſt take uß arms 
„it is their tity to WG id Aullyng 


native of ſlavery x 
in defence Of li 


fo fair a eUſe by the Horrors and bar barittes Which are 


the attendants of ſedition: and tat Wich the Geterfniftt. 
ed purpoſe of never ſhentbüng the ſword rin they have 


recovered their rights, they ſlroufd deem dhe re- eſta. 


bliſkment 6f their original thei een ſtitutlenal ĩndepend- 


beter, A {Ment fruit of their victory.” -- A T9999 2517 


And in fact we! fibula be cauttuots How we confound 


hint Teeakse GEB Mie Engliſh celontes Hagbt to Op. 
poſe to che wother-country,” With the füry of à people 
auriven by a lafting and tatolerabſe -opprefion td rerok 
ugainſt their ſovereign. When onee the flave f deſpo- 


fate to che deciſion of che ſword; he is obliged! th mat 


ſacie His tyrant, to exterminat His race and his poſteri- 


ty, to change che fortn of chat government of which 


dhe had Been che victim through fucceſſwe gen. If he 


durſt not do ull this, ſooner or later he would be pu- 
niſhed for poſſeſfing but a halfleburage. The yoke would 
Fall back upen his head with Additional Force/atid pret- 

Fare 3 And the feigned moderbtion of his tyt umts wd 
prove but a new toll“ in Which he would find hintfelf 


- eee ens Suck h Mie aide Uf 
factions | 


tiſm Bath bürſt his chains aſutider, Hath committed his 


. 
9 "2 "We a 8 Fares 
, pgs — 2 1 1 r b 4; 5 
A \ MI \t - N % . 2 A „ fs . Wc” = — — 
— * — - 4 * * 4 E - — - 5 
- rn * - oP * — E * rn 5 =—y 
Page £5 * 4 
* 4 l i AA on ry = 
8 — " J A F : n x . F . \ . 12 = 
6 - => - ö * 6 - . - 2 £ ; . LI PX ITY 
- — 1 4.4 ve 6 x G 13 x « 5 31 "x „ - g ; 7 * . * 13 W IN... LY 
Wt A ” 4 i = * aw "4 2 48 > © _ = . * — 
— PADRES, "O04 . * da f | 
* — 1 Ma p » . 4 N e * +, 4 p * 0 „ —— . Ax Wi . = 
* 26 * Us 4 Hf 8 4 n 2 N _ + * 8 
"on ls 2 wy l b 
- 2 5 n ; A 
* 4 o * X 
7 - FS : 1 3 4 10 a 4 . - 
p * ; =, — 7 -% 
. 4 , : 4 2 gout! . 3 5 
_ 4 * * 4 4 5 ' \ 
4 a WI $ 
R - . - +7'; 42008 | 
L * = s < 
C * 4 a 
ef”. 4 5 * EY 5 9 ** _—_— iO 
: = 2 ? 


n 2 
» &— —— . 7 * 5 
— 
Sg, . —̃ à — 
ts OE. : - * e 


Mgr OI eb, 
= 


At ” * 4 
n RY abſolute —— that neither. prince 


nor people can know. any bounds in their reſentment, 
becauſe they have not known any in the exereiſe of au- 
thority But a well poiſed conſtitution, like that of the 


Engliſh colonies, carries in its principles and the limi- 
tations; of its different powers, a preſervative and anti- 


dote againſt. the evils. of anarchy. When ever the mo- 
ther country hath removed the ground. of their com- 
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on, they ſhould reſt contented, that being, on the whole, 
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commerce, of all thoſe. habitudes,. in fine, which hold 
them united among themſelves, under the peaceful in- 
© Ruence of their common parent. Who ſecs” not, that 


| ſuch rending to pieces muſt „ 


heart, the very life of the colonies ? Should they have 


the good fortune to eſcape the fatal extremity of civil 


wars, would it be an eaſy magter for them to agree on a 


- new. form of government? Was every colony to become 
a diſtinct and ſeparate ſtate, what endleſs. diviſions a- 
mongſt them? One may judge of the reciprocal enmi- 


ties which would originate from ſuch a ſeparation, by 
the fate of all ſocieties bordering on each other. Should 
ſuch a number of little common-wealths, where the di- 


verſity of laws, the inequality of riches, the variety of 


poſſeſſions muſt ſow, in ſecret, the ſeeds. of an oppoſi- 
tion in intereſts, be diſpoſed to form a confederated u- 


nion, how adjuſt the rank which each ſhould hold in it, 


and the influence which each ſh6uld poſſeſs, in pro- 
portion to their reſpeQive riſks and importance? Jea- 
louſy, and a hundred other paſſions, which ſo early di- 
- vided the wiſe ſtates of Greece, would not theſe ſpread 
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